Imaging of child abuse.
Skeletal imaging plays a critical role in the diagnosis of abuse. High-detail radiographs of the entire skeleton, at times supplemented with nuclear imaging, CT, US, and MR imaging, elucidate the variety of findings with this entity. The radiologist's role includes careful analysis of clinical history, familiarity with typical osseous findings in abuse, and awareness of potential normal variants and pitfalls. An accurate diagnosis of abuse can then lead to appropriate measures to protect all family members at risk of serious injury.